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Introduction
Some people are just born to be artists and I believe that Jennifer
Cunningham is one of them. Not only has she got the skills and
talent required, but perhaps more importantly in this modern and
competitive world, she also has the focus and determination to
excel in her chosen field.
Exploring complex themes of childhood and the leaving of it and
the alienation that is often encountered by many during this
process Cunningham offers us, the viewer, great insight into what
she terms Sehnsucht; a resistance to change, a desire to return
to an ideal place which doesn’t exist, to avoid the harsh realities of
the world.
To complement the exhibition we are honoured to have a short
documentary, A Westside Story, by film maker Des Kilbane about
the artist and her work.
Irish Art is delighted to work with Galleri Henriette Sonne on what
we hope will be a long and enduring series of showcase exhibitions
featuring the very best of Irish contemporary art.
John Fitzgerald,
Irish Art.

Jennifer Cunningham
– Artist’s Statement –
“ Children are much closer to the unconscious than are adults;
fantasy and reality are less clearly separated for them.”
The Sociology of Childhood, Essential Readings edited by Chris Jenks.
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Childhood and leaving it, is about the move from the imaginary to social
spaces and learning how to perform in the latter.
Jennifer uses the media of painting, print and film to explore the inner
psychological struggle of her subjects. Central to her work is an ongoing
exploration of identity, liminal space and personal subjectivity.
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24 icelandic forest.... stems from a joke, what do you do if you get lost in
forest. Answer. Just stand up.

Significant in these processes is a creation of an anxious narrative which
foregrounds issues of longing and belonging to the contemporary world and
the loss of innocence and youth.
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referen
sometimes futile dream of owning property for my generation, this piec
by the Joni mitchell song, “little boxes and they all made out of ticky ta
The attraction
of childhood
is it is often seen as a time of security, protected
look just
the same.”

by the parents and in particular, with the love of the mother. It is a time
without the complex responsibilities of adulthood, things which are often at
odds with the creative mindset, so it can therefore be seen that it would have
a particular attraction to such an individual seeking peace.
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